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NAME DATE

Primary Sources Guided Questions

Using the Medgar Evers Resource Packet answer the following questions.

1. What is the purpose/subject of each primary source in your packet?

2. What types of primary sources are located in your packet?

3. Based on the documents in your packet and your understanding of Mississippi society, what repercussions do

you think the individuals discussed will face?

4. Choose one primary source to examine and explain the role Medgar Evers played in the event featured.
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EATTIESBURG AMERICAN
Hattiesburg, Mississippi
Friday, December 6, 1958

HE: Letter to Editor
SUBJECT: Mixing

Editor, The American,

It is loteresting to me that subjects which are most widely discussed
are those which seem to be least understood by the public whom these
discussions are designed to inform.

It would not surpirse me if more words had not been spoken and written
on integration and segregation in the last four years than on any othsr
subjlect, especially in the South.

In our state the officizls spend much of their time znd Perhaps much of
our meney trying to convince the integrationists, and reassure the

segregationists, that the policy of perpetuzl segregation is the wisest
c¢ourse for us to pursue, in spite of the tremendous cost of duplication.

Somehow I feel a great sympathy for the people who truly believe that
the interest of both the White and Negro people would be served best by
2 system of complete or partial segrezation. Although I 2m integrs-
tionist by choice, I am a segregationist by nature, and I think most
Negroes are. We prefer to be alone, but experience has taught us that
if we are ever to attain the goal of Tirst class citizenshi , We must
do 1t through s closer association with the dominant (White) group.

Now it is this "getting closer" attempt by the Negro group that hes
aroused too much attention throughout the world, znd no doubt a
temporary animosity between the two ErouDps.

There are two schemss for the solution of the present race problem.
The first, spearhezded by the National Association for the Advancement
of Colored People, and given authoritztive backing by the Constitution
of' the United States, as interprsted by the Supreme Court in its 1954
decision says that Negroes are American citizens and are entitled to
the same rights and privileges; the same opportunities and duties as
any other citizens; and that the best way to secure these rights and
dutles on a fair and equal basis, would bs to (in all things public)
subject both races to identical conditions of life.

The second scheme, championed primarily by the Southern States, says
that Negroes are American citizens and are entitled to the same rights
and privileges, the same opportunities and duties as any other citizen,
and that the best way to secure these rights and duties on a fair and
sgual basis, would be (in all things publie and private) tc subject
both races to éifferent conditions of life,

Letter to the Editor by Clyde Kennard, page 1 of 2. MDAH Archives and Records Services.
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Letter to Bditor - Cont'd Page 2

As the public schools azre the essentizl organs for general intellectual
discipline, and the preparation for private life and public service,
let us superimpose the plan of separate but egqusl on the publiec school
gsystem.

It is my understanding that separate but egual means that in matters
where public funds are involved every time a dollzar is spent for the
development of Negro students, a dollar will be spent for the develop-
ment of White students, and vlce versa.

This plan is to be followed through Junior college, Senicr college,
medical schools, law schools, divinity schools, graduate schocls and
all supported by public funds. '

After ocur paralleled graduate schoogls, where do our parallels of
separate but equal go? Are we to assume that parslleled hespitals
are to be bullt for the two groups of doctcors? Are we to build two
bridges across the same stream in crder to give egqual opportunities
to both groups of engineers? Are we to have two courts of law soc as
to gzive both groups of lawyers the same chance to demonstrate their
skills; two legislatures for our politically inclined, and of course
two governors?

The folly of such a conclusion is perfectly obvious. Yet, the
gquestion remains, what is to become of the deoctors who are neot 2llowed
to treat their patients in public hospitals? What will the engineers
do when there are no rocads or bridges for them to bulld? How must
the lawyers cccupy their time when the state courts reéestrict their
opportunities to practice? How shall young statesmen, who can't even
%e: thgir names on the ballot, ever hope to be elected to the lsgis-
ature

Segregationists whose convictions are based on reason rather than
Dassion might agree that the most honorable and actually the only
path to our goal, would be to alleow integration at some level, if not
on the school level, then surely on the "job" level.

In utter desperation, I can see one other possible solution to wWhich
segregationists might resort, short of integration. They could do in
theory what our state now does in fact, namely, raise and educate
Young people for the benefit of other states. While they get richer
we get poorer,

The integrationists offer =3 program which at first seems i1f not
cruel at least awkward. We admit to bring two groups of pecple
together who have differert social snd ethnic backgrounds presents
certain adjustment problems. We should expect that and any intelli-
gent program must allow for these adjustments.

Letter to the Editor by Clyde Kennard, page 2 of 2. . MDAH Archives and Records Services.
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M1SS 1SS IPPI 8.0UT HEAN COLLEGS
_ foiaa or Biruatnr Gf aamssaiona
Station 4 . Eaz_ll o ;.f_nattinaburé, ﬂxssisaippz

September 14, 1959

Mr. Glyﬂa Kennard =
Bt. 1; Bex 70
Hattiashurg, Hiasiasippi

Dear Sir:

- You are dernied admission to Mississippl So thﬂrn.ﬂcllega
‘because of deficiencies znd 1rragular1en in your application
papers as follows:

B X OG?F of tha tranaari t of your mork at the
. University of Ehicagn—hau not been recelved,

and that omissicn prc?ants our evaluating your
sohiclastic eligibility to Dbe admitted to
Mississiopl Southera College. On the basis of"
information available, you do not aprear to be
2lizible tc enter Mississippl Scuthern Colleze
from an uuﬂ-af-ﬁtata institution of higher laarniug.

b cALY persons Who are admitted to Hississippi Southern
College must bs of good moral character. Tne medical
certificate filed by you on the date of September 2, -
lSS?,'&ppeara to be falss and fraudulent. This is
indloative of a lack of good moral sharacter. ;

¢, From an investigation conducted at the University of
hhinago, it appears that yowr record is such that
you bave been denled re-admittsnce there. 4 student
wha can not return to the last institution of nigher

earning attended 1s Automstically excluded Trom
fisslaaippi Southern College.

Very truly yours,
/8/ Aubrey K. Lucas

/Jt/ - -Aaubrey X. Lucss
: Director of Admlsslons

AfLiglm

MDAH Archives and Records Services.
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¥r., Bobert Carter
General Counsel
20 West 40th Street
New York 18, New York

Dear Mr. Carter:

I am wutmgt you in regards to iMr. Clyde Kemnard's
nttompt to enroll at Mississippi Southern College, a state
supported institution, and was denied admission. ‘!M.
attempt by Mr. Kennard is a mere repetition of two previous
attempts to matriculate muung;;x Southern -- once in 1926.
and later in January, 1959. earlier attmt. in 195
our lawyer at the u-, Hr. Hall, gathered and forwarded

relative data to the Legal Defense office, however, no
further hgll action was taken at that time.

His attempt to enter in January, 1959, was met with
promises of possible admittance, without litigation, in
September if he would not press the issue at that particular
time (January, 1959). Despite such promises by schocl
of ficials and others, he was denied admission for the third
straight time, whs,oh resulted in his com to our office
requesting ugun that we give him legal 2id in getting into
!uus.salppl outhern College.

The branch pruldsnt. Rev. J. M, Barnes, members
of the boerd of the local branch, and members of the board

of the State Conference of Branches agreed to accept the case.
In the conference that was held with }Mr, Kennard,

night, September 15 wu Attorney E. Jess Brown, m is
keeping abreast of @ egal developments mreunung his
attempt to enter lunuuppt Southern.,

Because of Mpr. Kemnard's attempt to enroll as a
mml student at Mississippi Southern, he was arrested
Jailed and accused of reckless Mvua. possession of ﬂquor
and was later released on a $600 bond. His car was

impounded, which has since been released to him. Iir. m‘ :

neither drmk; nor smokes and admits not mm»g been driving
recklessly.

Page 1 of 2. MDAH Archives and Records Services.
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Hobert Carter 24 September 16, 1959

After talking ton{ with Mrs. Hurley, our Reglonal

‘Secretary, she suggested that I get in touch with you
s.mds.as-iy with as many detalls as possible. If you desire
more details from a legal standpoint, Attornmey Jess Brown
is well aware of the legal entanglements.

I am enclosing for your information a copy of the

letter of denial issued Mr. Kennard by the school officials.
We are very desirous of action in this case,

Sincerely yours,

W. Evers
Field Secretary

MWE:imes

Enel.

g O

e G

i

/
1 TS i ; S ik MM&‘%WM’Vw‘ £

Page 2 of 2. MDAH Archives and Records Services.
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NEWS RELEASE

ROM: MISSISSIPPI STATE CONFERENCE OF NAACP BREANCHES'

B
1072 West Lynch Street, Jackson 3, Mississipoi

CLYDE KENNARD, A YOUNG NEGRO WHO ATTEMPTED TO
ENTER MISSISSIPPI SOUTHERN COLLEGE IN EATTIESBURG, MISSISSIPPI
IN 1959, HaS BEEN SENTENCED TC SEVEN (7) YEARS IN THE STATE

PENITENTIARY ALLEDGEDLY FOR CONSPIRING TC BURGLARIZE THE

- DESPITE THE OVER-WHELMING EVIDENCE IN KENNARD'S

Y

BEHALE AND THEVSPLENDID HANDLING OF THE CASE BY ATTORNEYS
E. JES BROWN AND JACK H. YOUNG OF VICKSBURG AND JACKSON
BESPECTIVELY, THE 3EGREGATIONISTS ATMOSPHERE WHICH ENZ
GULFED THE COUET RCOM CONVICTED KENNARD,

THIS 135 THE SECOND AND THUS FAR SUCCESSFUL ATTEMPT,
TO LEGAILY pUT CLYDE KENNARD YAWAY" SINCE HE ATTEMPTED TO
ENTER MISSISSIPPI SOUTHERN COLLEGE EARLY IN 1959,

CLYDE WAS CCNVICTED BY AN ALL WHITE JURY WHICH
DILIBERATED ONLY TEN MINUTES BEFCRE GIVING 4 VERDICT OF
"GUILTY AS CHARGED" IN FORREST COUNTY (SITE OF TRIAL)
A?PROKTﬂAm JY 15 N”GBCBS ARE REGISTERED VOTERS OUT OF A

THE JUnY WHICH

B
2
g’>.

POTQNTIQL OF 6095 NO NEGROVE SERV

O“VLCTEL MR. iEFﬁnRD

MDAH Archives and Records Services.
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: 1072 West Lynch ttreet
Jackson 3, Mississipp
February 10, 1961 -

¥r. Thurgood Marshall
10 Columbus Circle
New York 19, New York

Dear Mr. Marshall: -

Enclosed please find: (1)
the University of Misslsslppi
oript of University of Maryl
oript Jackson State College, first seme
1960-1961 School year (&) Prodese course
taken by Mr. J. H. Meredly 129 Maple Street
Apartment 5D Jackson, i and finally,
clippings.

lentin of . %5

University of ¥

guring the second semester
of 196061 schoc

sssible.
o
Respectfully subikitted,

Medgar W. Lvers

: = . _— 5 S
Page 1 of 3. MDAH Archives and Records Services. 12
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Proposed subjects for J. H. Meredith to the
University of Mississippi Undergraduate school,
Oxford, Missieslppi. For the Fleld of Polx%‘loal.;s

Sclence.
Course . Number - page
Survey of English 202 - 277

Literature

Principles of 201 263
Leonomies ;

General Psychology

332
332
\
P . 7': oo S s == 5 e e im“l:»:-\\ ,,»ﬁ _v : :/‘/
Page 3 of 3. MDAH Archives and Records Services. 14
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THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI
DIVISION OF STUDENT PERSONNEL,
UMNIVERSITY, MISSISSIPPI

May 25, 1961

Office of the Registrar

Mr. J. H. Meredith
1129 Maple Stirest
Apartment S5-D
Jackson, Miasissippi

Dear Mr. Meradith:

I regret to inform you, in answer to your recent letters,
that your application for admission mmat be denied.

Tha University cannot recognisze the transfer of credits
frem the inatitution which you are now attending since it
is not a member of the Southern Asscciation of Colleges
and Secondary Schools. Our policy permita the tranafer of
credita only from member institutions of regional assccia-
tions, Furthermore, students may not be accepted by the
University from thess inatitutiona whozs programs are not
recognized,

is T am surs you realize, your application doss not meet

gther requirements fer admission. Tour latiters of recommends-
tion are not sufficient for either a resident or a nomresidant
applicani. I ss= no nesd for mentioning any other deficisncies.

Your application file has besen closed, and I am enclesing with

this latter your money orders for $10.00 and $25.00 which
submitted to me earlier, :

Sincerely yours,

Se8e

Registrar
REE:cw
Enclesures

MDAH Archives and Records Services.
15
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N. Neved R

A fl.—_'_j;_.:} - S My Poaitlon

In this time of orisis I feel it appropriate for me to clarify
my position as to my intention, my objectives, my hopes and my desires.
For several months, I have been involved in a struggle to gain

admission to the University of Mississippi, The prime objective, is

5 &

course, to roceive the educaticnal tralning necessary to enable me
to bo a useful citizen of my own home state of Mississippi.

There are those in my state who oppose me in my efforts to obtain
an educatien in the sechools of my state, They do this because I am a
Wegro — and Nogroes are net allowed to attend certaln schools in my
state of Mississippi. The schools that we are forbidden to ettend are
the only ones in the Stats that offer the training which I am desirous
of receiving, Consequently, those who oppose me arc saying to ms, wo
have given you what we want you to have and you csn have no more. Excopt,
maybe, they say to me, if you want more than we have given you, then go
to some other state or some country and get your training, Pray tell me
what logic concludes that a citizen of one state of tho United States
mist be reguired to go to another state to receiva the educational training
thet is normally and ordinarily offered and received by other citizens
of that state. FPFurther, what justification can possibly justify one state
assuming or accepting the responsibility of educating the citizens of
another statc when the training is offered to other citlzens .°f the home
stata?

We have a dilemma, It ia a2 matter of fact that the Negroas of the
State of Mississippi are effectively mot first class citizens, I feel that
avery citizen should be a first clasas gitizen and should be allowed to
devselop his talents on a free, squal, &and competitive basia, I think this
1 fair cand that it infringes on the rights and priwvileges of no oue,
Cartainly to be denied thls opportunity is a viclation of my rights as &

gitizen of the United States and the State of Missiassippl,

Page 1 of 2. MDAH Archives and Records Services.
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Moredith = My Position cont'd

The future of ths United States of America, the future of the
South, the future of Mississippi, and the future of the Negro, rests
on the decision (the effective decision), of whether or not the
Negro citizen is to be allowed to receive an educalicn in his own state,

If a state 1s permitted to arbitrarily deny any right that is
s0 basic to the American way of life to any citizen, then Democracy
is o failure,

T dpeem of the day when Negroes in Mississippi can live in decency
and respect of the first order and do so without fear of intimidatien,
bodily harm, or of receiving personal embarrassments; and with an
assurance of equal justice under the law.

The price of progress is indeed high, but the price of holding it
back is much much higher,

Page 2 of 2. MDAH Archives and Records Services.

17

Copyright 2015. Mississippi Department of Archives and History.




Activity Packet 3
(3 documents)

18

Copyright 2015. Mississippi Department of Archives and History.




1028 Chrisman Street
Cleveland, Mississippi
HMay 20, 1957

Mr. Gloster B. Current
20 West 40th Street
New York 18, New York

Dear Sir:

zed three or four
oking for someone to
in the city directed
ections of the city

The Cleveland Branch of the NAACP was org
years ago. Mr, Medgar Evers came to Cleveland
call the people tugether. Someone who
him to me. I went from house to house in certai
and invited each person to come out :

New Hope. I also invited each min
first meeting. It was organized A%
cause of fear among the deacon
church and moved to the Solomon pel +«E. Church, of which BRev., E,
A, Harrell was the pastor. & :4}4icloetcd president of the NAACP
branch. It was sald that pressurewged put on him and the members of
his church. The members ¢ lm toN\tell us to discontinue our meet-
ings there. lMost of h ember) mggbers of the faculty of the
Cleveland Colored Schog you know that in Mississippi
the hardest fight we h¢ heulty of various schools, for if a
teacher is found suppo P he or she will lose their job.
We then moved to the C Holiness Church and met there for

Sixteen mMisters met at the
Pdter Rock M. B, Church., Be-
Aginued our meetings at that

heir church was subjected to be burned
Baptist Church on Chrisman Street was our
s the NAACP could meet in Cleveland. All

or bombed.

- Ject of the White Citizens Council was to put the
NAACP outdoors where they wouldn't have a meeting place. Duri this
time Mr. Drew, member of the Clarksdale NAACP Branch, was threatened
later on a certain day, to be killed. Fr. Moore was also threatened.
Here in Cleveland most of our people are very poor and it was only a
few people who took a stand. After Mr. Moore was threatened we were
together day and night working for the NAACP., Many of our people were
afraid to ride with him because his life was in danger and they knew
that the Citizens Council was well organized and well armed. Only one
or two Negroes took a stand.

: A white man, from Jackson, Mississippl, name unknown, came look-
ing for E. C. Smith. He told me that if I would give him the names of

Page 1 of 3. MDAH Archives and Records Services.
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Gloster B. Current ; 3, May 20, 1957

the members of the NAACP he would pay me as much money as I wanted.
There was no amount mentioned. I asked him if he really knew me or
d1d he have me mixed up with someone else. He told me no, and went
and looked in his brief case and asked me if I was the pastor of the
New Hope Baptist Church. I told him yes and that I wasn't hungry, did
not need any small favors, and wasn't a traitor. le left without a-
nother word. :

Our church was broadecasting over WCLD in Cleveland on an eleven
month contract. A white man came to me, name unknown, and asked me if
I would make a speech each Sunday on my broadcast for segregation. Ie
said the money I would get would be unlimited. I told him that the
broadcast was used for religious purposes only d that I had taken a
stand in the defense of my people. I mentloned( phat we were employed
by the whites and that if we didn't support thejp program we were fired
from our jobs. He asked me what did the Sneroe expect from the whites.
I replied, "What belong to us." He asked, "Whaf|belong to you?" I
answered, "First-class cltizenship."” some of our ladies,
who are members of my church, have asked who the mbers of my church
are, and if they were found out they weuyld lose t jobs immediately.

friend that the NAACP should
gr the safety of my family
<pfi,/a stand for my people. He re-
7:3'4 a stand. I told him that
g together because ninety-five
Baptist Church were with me., A
: sdyg us to stop supporting the
a from every angle. All of my credi-
an company with good references and
e pastor of the New Hope Baptist
g #n4 rumors were out that our church

mbed led my members together and asked if
going to support the NAACP, They cried out, "Brother
still with you in supporting the NAACP." Some sald,

: A year ago I was advised by /4
discontinue thelir meetings at ny C
and myself. I told him that I hag
plied that only one or two of us
there were quite 2 number of us s
percent of the members of th
number of people have cOx
NAACP. Pressure was apy
tors closed me out, I
when it was found out

would be burn
they were st
Pastor, we

- "We may lose pur Jobs.! | Some sald, "We have lost our jobs." Others

said, *Ir
the most pop
is the only ¢
for babies and

ie let ug/dle standing for our rights." Our church is

one Cleveland because of its welfare program. It
has a charity department which furnishes milk
orts the less fortunate of our city.

The mérning of May 7, 1957 there was a telephone call made to the
home of Hev. J. W. Falrman, who lives about a half a block from my
heuse. Mrs. Fairman answered the phone. She was asked if she knew
Rev. BE. C, Smith and to give him the following message. "If he loves
nls family, church, and members, he had better discontinue the NAACP
meetings at his church. If riot he would be very sorry."

In the afternoon of the same day, May 7, the pastor of the Solo-
mon Chapel A.M.E. Church and his members were having communlion service
at the home of Mr. Andrew Sanders, 1029 Church Street, about sixty feet
from my home. They received a*teiephono call in the midst of their

20
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Gloster B. Current 2 ' May 20, 1957

service asking Mrs. Bessie Mae Sanders if she knew Rev, E. C. Smith,
pastor of New Hope Baptist Church. She said yes. "Tell him if he
doesn't stop the NAACP from meeting at his church he and his family,
church, and members will be in danger." WMrs. Sanders asked who was
speaking and the party, believed to be a white woman, hung up with-
out further comment.

The people of the city knew that ninety-five percent of my con-
gregation was supporting the NAACP. They also knew that if my church
was destroyed the NAACP would have no other place to meet in town.
They further knew that we are unable to secure a loan in our state.
We have been threatened of a foreclosure in June on a $1000 church

mortgage.

On the same day my family, church, and me
I went to see Mr. Amzie Moore, president of t
Branch, who believed that it was only a bluff.
of my ;rgenda were terribly upset about
Thursday I couldn't rest. People came from all
advising me to leave town before I wsg illed lik
I had no one to tell me to stand up’s
Moore and a few others, including
"Brother Pastor, we are with yoy
May 9, despite all the threats
at the membership drive.

The church was burneé R Ay morning, May 10. The police
said 1t caught afire frg : ognections, but the switch was
2 after’ a call was received from Jacke
son, Mississippl. The|{ire caught|in the rear of the church and the
g ity we have a volunteer fire departe
6r heard. We have lived here for many
4 fire, in town er out of town, that
arms s cannot say definitely if the fire was
y of knowing, but we know this, that there was

rs were threatened
leveland NAACP

y father and many
thing and until

ts of the country

v. Lee of Belzoni.
th you until Mr.
pény of \my members, came and said,
The NAACP will meet Thursday night,
More fan 200 persons were present

ment. The alarm was no\
years but we hgy :

they didn't
set because

ne/hundred and fifty people standing with us in
Cleveland, bub we 8/made up our minds to stand until we cannot stand,
and then stand 3nyhe Our church was insured for $2000, We have a
£1000 mortgage on it. The question is now, how are we going to re-
build our church, and who are we going to ask for the loan?

Your advice in this regard will be deeply apprecilated.

Yours truly,

E. C. Smith (Rev)
Pastor
New Hope Baptist Church

Page 3 of 3. MDAH Archives and Records Services. 71
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Decewber 29, 1961 =

Mr. Elchard H. whited
302 W. Looust Street, Apt., 10
Urbana, Illinols

Dear FKr. Whited:

Helative to your letter of moenbcr 18 ‘%g&
I am happy to present the following: ﬁ

_hss encountered in Mississippl a nmber of obstacles
designed to hamper its operation.

Possibly the most widely used obstacle is that
of discouraging individuals from jolning the organ-
ization by means of threats of economic pressure
against whomever dare take out membership..

A typical example is that of teachers uaﬂau
to sign statements indicating that they do not
belong to any"subversive organization" meaning
specifically the N:AACP or similar orgsnizations;
not that the NAACP is subversive hemr, which
I am spre you are aware.

Other examples of diffioculty encountered
would be that of physical violence, for example
in 1955 the Preszident of our Belzonia, Mississippi
Branch of NAACP was assassinated by a ozr load
of white men and later the masn who assumed the

Gra A i Gown) 1 ()

Page 1 of 2. MDAH Archives and Records Services. 22
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RHW=2 : Dec., 29, 1961

pre=zidency of thies same Branch, as attempt to

assassinate him wes carried out inflioting .

wounds upon him from 2 shot-gun blast; respecte 3 i
fully the men were, RBev. G, #. Lee, and Mr. - ¥
Gus Courts.

In the same yesr (1955) a blast from a 1
shot-gun penetrated the howe of Dr. A, H. MocCoy,
of Jacsson, Mississippl who was then President
of the lMississippi State Conference of NAACP .
Branches.,

Also, during 1955 petitioners to integrate
the public schools in Natchez and Yazoo City,
Mississippl were driven from their homes by
threats and the use of economic pressures,

Some of the methods used for blockading
our drive for First Class Citizenship have been
enactment of segregstion laws by the legislature
of Mississippi; during each legislative session
since the 1954 School desegreantion declsion.

Deep rooted prejudices and fears also, have
- been responsible along with ignorance since
Mississippi has the poorest school system in the
nation.

Presently, there are sults pending in Federal
Courts to desegregate the institutions of higher
learning and trensportation facilities in the
state, We feel these decisions will be forthe
coming early in 1962. We are able to ald individuals
who have reguested that we take legal action in
other areas here in the State of Mississippi, we
are working on that now.

Hoping this will be of some service, 1 remain,

== &3 &

Zincerely yours,

-

MWE:1l Medgar W. Evers
Field Secretary NAACP

Page 2 of 2. MDAH Archives and Records Services. 23
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AFFIDAVIT
COUNTY OF HINDS )
- 1S8.
STATE OF MISSISSIPPI)
I, Odic Milsaps, Star Route Box 4A, Vossburg, Mississippi
make the following statement. 1 glve my permission to use
this statement in any legal way, to be read in any open

meeting of the Mississippi Civil Rights Advisory Commission.

I have paid Poll Taxes for seven (7) consesutive years,

in Péulding, Jasper County, Mississippi and have attempted
to Register in order to Vote. I went to the Court house
of Paulding, Mississippi, and asked a Mr. Mike McDewitt,
ﬁho at that time was sheriff and tax collector, about
regisﬁering. He told me to "go to Bay Springs, to the
Circuit Clerk's office, When I got there, I was informed
by a man that "The Circuit Clerk 1s.siok, and you will

have to come back later,%

Within one month's time I went back to Bay Springs, and

I was told that the Circuit Clerk was out, when I asked
to register. Oh the third (3rd) trip he was there, help-
Ing a white man to fill out a registration application;
he asked me "What can I do for you" I told him "I want to
Register" he then agked "Do you think you oan‘qﬁalify‘?

I replied " I wpuld like to try", he then gave me the
blank, told me that "no one can help you" when he told
me that, I said "I don't think I willneed help, I think
I can make it." After filling out the application, I

gave it to the registrar, who checked it over, wrote my
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Name on it, and wrote a "Yes" in a little block, and

he also asked me if I was a member of the NAACP, and

I reliped "No'“,

I asked him "Did I pass" he said "I don't know, that

will be left to the Committee, but I think you did."

During the last Presidential election, I attempted to
Vote; the man at my precinct told me, "Your name is
not on the book" I told the man "I have registered,"
and then he said "Maybe it's at Cook's M11l" {which is
another voting precinct). After going to Cook's {
Mill, I was informed that my name was not there, and
on the way out of the building, a white lady said
something, which I did not understand; when 1 asked
her if she was talking to me, she said "I didn't

say nothing to you, the best thing you can do is to

get out of here,"

At a later date I went to Bay Springs, and asked the
Registrar, "Why is it that they can't find my name

on the book, " he said, "If you have registered, that's
all that X u can do, you will have to take that up with
the Chairman of the Election Committee." When I asked

him who the Chairman was, he replied, "I don't know."

I have continued to pay poll tax since that time, and
I am also a High School graduate, I have attended

College at Alcorn A&M College and need only approximately
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16 hours to graduate with a BS Degree.,

I would like an investigation made into this matter

so that I may be allowed to register aznd Vote, I

also have Poll Tax receipts to show that I have

paid my poll taxes.

/%%«'Z/Aﬁ

Affiant

- 2 ,*’
' S.worn to before me this/ day of 3 1962

‘My ‘Gommissioe qus April 7, 1968
:? Notary /
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SEGREGATED nou IN RANKIN COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI:

Thess oubdoor toilets are the enly faeilities availsble to pupils at the Sweet Rest
Sohool for Negroes in Renkin Cownty, Mississippl, The school, which incorporates grades
one through eight, is in the same school dlstrict as Pearl Consolidated High Sehool for
vhites, a spacious brick edifice,

According to a blemnial survey of eduestion in the United States conduoted by the
Bdueation Office of the United States Department of Heslth, Edwstion mnd Welfere during
the perded 1952+5, the total annual expenditure for instrustion per pupil in aversge daily
attendance in Miselssippi elementary and seoondary sohools is §98,15 per white pupil and
$13.17 per Negro pupil, The sverage annual salary for members of the total imstruetionmsl
staff of Missiesippl public elementary snd secondary schools is §2,261 for esch white
teachor and §1,302 for eash Negro teacher, scoording to the swme government 8\rveys
(1958) Crodit: Armstrong

(One of n seriss of nined
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To Whom It May Concern

This is to certify that I have been relieved of my employment at the Coahoma
County Hospital, In my dismissal the Hospital Administrator, Mr, Reed Hogan, had
me to know that there was nothing about my work that was unsatisfactory., He told
me that because of my husband's activity with the N A A C P, and because he sign-
ed a petition asking that the recent supreme court decision outlawing segregation
in the public schools be complied with, that he must let me go, He said that the
pressure brought to bare against him by the Hospital Board and the White Citizens
Council left him no alternative, If I am to be a victim of "economic pressure"
because my husband displayed .a spark of manhood and ask that Negro children be
permitted to attend the best schools in the community, which every parent should
desire for their children, then I accept it painfully but unashamed, My husband
nor I will never surrender our desire for the best for Negro children, We shall
never be satisfied until we have done our best to help make Negro children
honorable in the sight of God and Man, without the stigma of inferiority stamped
on their souls, Segregation, wherever we find it, if it is based on Race,
Religion or previous condition of servitude, then it is Unamerican, Undemocratic,
and Unchristian, I am deeply grateful to Mrs, Johnny Orridge for her expressed
concern over my dismissal carried out in such and undemocratiec fashion, If my dis-
missal can in any way make it easier for the other employees of the hospital that
remain, I am grateful, I would like to call your attention to the following dis-
criminatory practices still in effect at the Coahoma County Hospital:
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1. Help on first floor (floor where Negro patients are housed) is always in-
adequate, Other floors have plenty of help.
2. There is an extreme lack of courtesy extended to Negro patients by the White
employees of the hospital and a resentment by the White employees if the Negro
employees extend to Negro patients the basie principals of courtesy. It is the
policy of the hospital for no one to refer to Negro patients with courtesy titles,
3., There is gross discrimination in the pay received by Negro and White employees
even when each are doing the same work,
4. The quality and variety of food served on first floor (the floor where Negro
patients are housed) is of less quality and variety than that served throughout
the hospital,

In submitting this affadavit to the Coahoma County Branch of the NAAC P
it is my desire that a copy of this affadavit also be sent to the National Office
of the NA A C P, and to Mr, Marion B, Folson of the Department of Health, Education,

and Public Welfare, I am anxious to see if they condone these practices.

5’/’] P 4(44 'L.&vM.u/(, Q&LW%MJ/
Mrs, Lurleaner Johnson
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AFFIDAVIT
State of Mississippi
8s¢

- County of Lovmdces

1, amex = A = TosrddS, 1103 P.6% foe.

S5, 53, 0P] , being first duly sworn, dcposcs

and say#:

% August 23, 1955 at_about 50/9 4 I prcsonted mysclf at
the £ olwnbus ; Mississippi, which
is tho ny vo 5 prfc was given the official bal-

lot of tho Missiscippi Democratic Primary Elcction (2nd Primary) of
stato and local officers for the next four ycars,

Aucusb—2551955
Snd Pedsory

I then went into the voting booth and marked the official ballot
for the candidatcs of my choicce I thon folded the ballot and geve
it to the person in charge of the ballot box, Instcad of placing
the marked ballot into the box, the person in charge of the ballot box
placcd the ballot into an cnvelope, scalced tho cnvclopu, wrote my name
on the outside of the cnwvolopo and placed the cnvelope on top of a
table,

I stood ingsidc of the voting place long cnough to cbscrve that
scveral white citizcns who voted in my presence had their ballots
"~ placcd irmecdiatcly into the ballot box and nonc werc placed into
cnvelopcs and placcd on the top of a tablos

/ k ~ Jemes M. Edwards

 Sworn to boforc ro this 2, S day of _ August ,
1955, at Columbus, Mississippi,

- —

otary

WWWMS/ 1957
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1209 Hosemont Avenue
Jackson, Mississippl
Cetober 13, 1961

Attom&:f Constance Baker Motley
10 Columbus Circle

New York 45, New York

Dear Attorney Motdey:

I am Mrs. Lillie F. Bennett, of 1209 Rosemont
Strrut, Jackson, Mississippl. Because Negroes are
discriminated ag-inst and even denied the use of the
zoo facilitles, the golf course, Lake Hico, and many
other park and reoreational facilities; I would like
to be 2 plaintiif in a2 legsl action handled by the
Legal gptanso aﬁﬁ'l&uqattonal Fund of NAACP, to correst

some of trese injustices.

Please, consider my resuest favorably.

Sincerely yours,

et g G T

(Mrs.) Lillie F, Bennett

S, = RS < i . N T
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I, MR, DAN SNITH OF ROUTE 2 BOX 238 OF TCHULA, HOLES
COUNTY, MISSISSIPFI ON 28TH DAY OF W IN THE YBAR
OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED AND FIFTY BZ¥K(195§), HEREBY
AFFIRM THAT BECAUSBE OF MY MERE MSMESRSHIP IN ‘B NAACP
: Avﬁ‘a& 'PRESENCE IN THE COMMUNITY, THERE EXIST BELING
| OF DISLTKR FOR M BY SOME WHITH XN Wi0 ARG L. ¢ SDERAL
' mm!t mna) AND WO HAVS mum 0 MAKE MY

" OPSRATIONS WHICH BEGIN IN MIDJANUARY. __
A MR, WALTER B, STRIDER, SUFERVISOR FCR | P,
OF LEXINGTON, MISSISSIPFI THROUGH WHICH MY PROPERTY
wAS PURCHASED WILL NOT MAKE IT mmamm ME TO SECURE
- A LOAN FOR OPSRATIONS THROUGH THE P, H. A, HOWEVER, A
WEITE FRIEND OF MINE WAS Ammmuymmo,ooé :
rcn THZ PURCHASE OF mmn!g’m hm OPERATI( ¢ rnuovoa, :
' THE ¥, H, A, AND MR, STRIDER, e
MY HOLDLINGS ecma OF 76 M or‘ DBLTA sou. wun
| THO HOMSS 4 BARNGS AND 66 AG /ATION I
e AN APPROXIHMAT: uma DUE ol n:m aamma OF tz,soo
I, DAN SMITH, HEREBY mv.mrxm @n e ABOVE uan-
mmubuuvbmmuMstor

%7 M,@/IDTAI! PUBLIC

MDAH Archiveé and Records Services.
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flfj'- ome Lonm

Housmg chlef Albert M. Cole
warned the Nation’s bankers .that
if they don’t ‘start making homeé
loans to Negroes ‘available on the|
same terms as to whites the Gov-i

ernment will step in and do'the job.|

Cole g&ld fthle SNatmmn.?lB AsI;{socm- |
-t1on -6f Mutual Savings Banks t
Negro “hasb'g,g,,a.nd——shﬂ'h?{s’a%ﬁ}f.
culty-in-obtaining funds to acquire
a home on terms equal to those of :

other citizens . .. If private enter- |
prise will not provide for them, |
then the Government proposes to
.asmst him to get the home finane- |
ing he needs on terms equal to |
thOS&—aﬁGIded—'ﬁ’bhe ST ARt

Date and paper unknown MDAH Archtves and Records
Services.
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Irarmers Home Administration de='
nied today . that Negro apphcants
for'‘loans" were.. turned"” d

and: Shlrley O‘Neal of Greenv1]le~
were named.yésterday in: affldav1ts
ifiled -by- the *National -Association:
{for the Advancement -of “Colored
People -claiming that four Negro,
farmers -were . refused -loans’ be-
acause they supported ‘the NAACP

d : .

,fro Y olmes County

,members of* th
'} neve1 asked

four Negro farmers who  applied.
for loans' were rejected since: 1astf
July ‘because they .failed-'to meét;

I P

1--d, Franc1s Polhaus, genéral
-|counsel- for the: NAACP; - said " in
:|Washington - that - the NAACP “is
‘feonsideting - the establishment of
écredlt at: the Negro-operated: Tri-
IState Bank of Memphis, Tern., to
tbe -used possibly.as a. “counter
boycott if it. becomes necessary.’’|
-~ Medgar Evars, NAACP field rep-

a ;business basis” ‘to Negroes' who
fean sHow that they ‘are bemg dlS
crlmmated agamst 4

i

-‘0‘Neal, one of three Negro assmt- 2
:ant FHA . county. supervxsors .nf
Mississippi, said - he. .was “‘suf-|
iprised” that -the NAACP ~would
claim- dlscrxmmatlon in“the rejec-{
{tions. He was: trarisferred: recently:

ordmary requlrements" of t_he‘
FHA.' 3

resentative in -Mississippi, ~s-a i-d}
about - $500,000 was. being deposited|.
in the. bank -for .loans” ‘'purely on|

January 25, 1955. MDAH Archives
gnd Records Services. Used with the

permission of the Jackson Daily News.
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CHARLES CARPENTER, JR. - INTERNAL AUDITOR, FEDERAL CIVIL SERVICE

A REPORT, AUGUST 15, 1961, TO: MINNEAPOLIS BRANCH, N. A. A. C. P,

After visiting my mother, who was seriously ill at McComb, Miss., I was returning

to my Minot, North Dakota home and employment. I was traveling via New Orleans,
Louisiana. I boarded a Greyhound "New Orleans to Chicago Express'" bus. This was

on August 12, 1961, about 1:10 A.M. at New Orleans. I was seated near the rear of
the bus, where I remained until about 9:15 A, M., when the bus arrived at Greenwood,
Miss. for a rest stop. There was also a change of drivers at Jackson, Miss., I

had not been approached by the bus operator to change my seat, nor had I created

any disturbance at any time during this trip. After all passengers had returned to
the bus, I took my same seat. There were still other vacant seats. Immediately
behind me were two Negro women and two white Air Force men. There seemed to be no
seating pattern for any of the passengers. Just before the bus departed, two police
officers got on the bus and came directly to me. They demanded that I move to the
rear of the bus. Before I could move from my seat, one of them jerked me by my

arm, stating, "Come on, you are under arrest!" They took my lunch and brief case

and rushed me to the police car. I was then taken to the police station and treated
as though I had committed a crime. I was cursed and called a "Black Nigger", and was
told that since I had been up North, I had been ruined, I was escorted to an identi-
fication room, finger printed and photographed., I was forced to tell where my
relatives lived, their location in McComb, Miss., There were three officers storming
at me all the time and making constant threats. I gave all the information requested
of me and was then returned to the sergeant's desk, where I stayed under heavy guard
until about 11:45 A.M. My brief case containing personal papers, was ransacked.

I was subsequently released, and ordered to get the next bus out of town. This bus
came about 3:57 P.M. The officers told me, this will teach you "Niggers not to try
and mix with white folks down here",

I returned to the bus station, where the manager of the station showed some concern
about my arrest and what happened to cause it. The whole incident was most
embarrasing and humiliating to me. I was delayed in my travel to my destination.
Also having to give the location of my relatives, gave me a scare and fear for
their safety.

SIGNED:

Charles Carpenter, Jr.

Internal Auditor, Federal Civil Service
2028 - 5th Street No, Wo

Minot, North Dakota

Employer:

Central Civilian Personnel Office,
2465TH Air Base Group

Minneapolis - St, Paul Int'l Air Port
Minneapolis, Minmesota.

MDAH Archives and Records Services.

39



Vi3 - 5 Sl 5 2

Page 1 of 2. MDAH Archives and Records Services.

Copyright 2015. Mississippi Department of Archives and History.



Page 2 of 2. MDAH Archives and Records Services.

Copyright 2015. Mississippi Department of Archives and History.



Activity Packet 6
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_STATEMENT BY Ellis Hull, Jr.
Jaqyary 14, 1963

I, Ellis Hull, Jr. was released from active duty from the United
States Army on January 10, 1963.‘ 2k Iéft Fort Lee, Virginia by Trailways
Bus Line. When I got to Meridian, Mississippi on the morning of the
1lth of January at about 7:30 A.M., I fiound that I had an option to go
to Greyhound and get home two hours earlier or to go to Jackson on a
Traiiways and get home much later.

I went to Greyhound some 4 blocks away. I put my bags in
lockers on the larger side of the station, and then walked 2 blocks
and sent a Wectern Union home. i’told my mother and father I would be
home at 4:30 P.M., that mu bus was suppose to lezve at 10:00 A.M.

I walked back to the Greyhound bus étation, and ordered brezkfast
on the bigger side. After breskfast had been served I was distracted
by three caucasians sitting at the counter. I was sitting at a table,
one said "I know he is from the South," I am going to take a chailr amd
break it over his head, and put him on the other side." The other asked,
"are you ready?" I didn't move or say anything. The third one didn't
have anything to say.

I was served breakfast about 8:35 AfM. Everything that happened
between those men and me took place between 8:35 4.M. and 8:55 A.M.

The three men left, two returned with a dog each. The dogs are similiar

to Army k-g dogs. A little later after I had turned my back to them again,
the man that did most of the talking came in the station and spoke to the
ticket-agent. He shook his hand, and told him how bad his dogs were.

His friend with the other dog was watinig outside. From the way ke talked
to the man in the ticket office he is well-known in the area. They were

dressed in common strect clothes and not very well gtoomed. He told the
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STATEMENT by Ellis %11, Jr.
January 14, 1963

I, Ellis jull, Jr. was released from active duty feom The Untied
States Army on January 10, 1963. I left Fort Lee, Virginia by Trailways
Bus Line. When I got to Meridian, Mississippl on the morning ¢f the
11th of January at abo t 7:30 A.M., I found out I had an eption to go
to Greyhound and get hom two hours earlier to go to Jackson on &
Trailways and get home much later.

I went to Greyhound some 4 blocks away. I put my bags in
lockers on the larger side of the Station, and then walked 2 blocks
and sent a Western Union home. I told my mother snd fathe I would be
home at 4:30 P.M., that my bus was suppose to leave at 10:00 A.M,

I walked back to the Greyhound bus station, and order@d break-
fast on the bigger side. After brezkfast had been served I was
distracted by three Caueasiens sitting at the counter. I was sitting
at-a table. One said "I know he 1s from the Seuth." "I am going to
take a chair and break it over his head, and put him on theother side."
The other asked, "are you ready?" I didn't move or say anything.

The third one didn't have anything to say.

I was served brezkfass about 8:35 A.M. Everything that
happened between those men and me took place between 8:35 A.M. and
8:55 A.M., The three men left, two returned with a dog each. The dogs
are similiar to Army k-g dogs. They brought the dogs near-by an open
door. They stooped down by the dogs. A little later after I had
turned my back to them again, the man thet did the most talking cam in
the station and spoke to the ticket-agent. He shook his hand, and
told him how had his dogs were; His friend with the other dog was
waiting outside. From the way he talked to the man in the ticket

office hé is well-known in the area. They were dressed in common

“
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PAGE 2
ticket agent that some little business place that he was connected
with had moved up the street from where they use to be.

He went back out side and knoded on the glass window twiee to
get my attention, and told me "if you don't get on the other side,
T'11 turn my dogs on you." He told me to come outside, them I told him
to come inside. He came inside, He said"if you -on't go on the other
side, I'll turn my dogs on you," holding themone he had back about
two feet from me. I told hom" I am from New Orlecams." He sid, "You
are from New Orlesms, you know better than that. You think you are
as good as white people don't you?" I said "I am from New Orleams,
we eat in Greyhound, trailways and the train stations there. I fight
right besides you.," (I had my uniform gm) "You don't fight side me,
you dont believe I'll turn these dogs on you, do you? I said &If
someone had told me I couldn't sit over there, I wouldh avé moved or if
someone had told me it was against the law. He said "We make our own
laws," I told hom to keep him from turning his dogs losé on me, I'd
go on the other side. As a police car came we he started outside. He
greeted the policemen. After a few sec rnds the policemen started in
the door like he was just lookjng around. I said "Eh serg." He came
over by my table. I said " I am from New Orleans, I eat in Trailwasy
and Greyhound there. I told bhe policeman I'would move to keep
the man from turning his dogs on me. T asked the policeman could I
sit overe there or not? He said "We'll see."

I left the table and went on the other side. As I was going on
the other side he was telling this man something to the effect not
to turn his dogs lose. I watched from the other éide. Two squad cars

and one dectective car had come. Te policeman never did tell me whether

it was alreight to sit on that side. He asked the ticket agent questions.
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Page 3

The pd iceman had a conference and left about 8k55 A.M., I sat
and walted until 10:00 A.M. for my bus.

The above is true. Ellis Hull, Jr., may be reaahed at
this address. 2516 South Tonti Street, New Orleans, Louisiana

Telephone number 282-2701,

g/ Bllis Hull, Jr.
T{ Ellis Hull, Jr.
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AFFIDAVIT
Statc of Misslssippl
S84
County of Lovmdcs

1, Do ??w«d%_?%u @%.(/3/4 L2#Qe 7,

CM%M ; s being first duly sworn, decposcedesse:
and sayg:

OpAugust,23, 1955 at about, /7. ‘22 (L }77; I prescnted nysclf at
the M s Columbus, Mississippi, which
is the location ny vo g prcecincte I was given the official bal-

lot of tho Missiscippl Democratic Primary Elcetion (2nd Primary) of
state and local officers for the next four yoars,

My poll tax rcccipts for the yoars 1953 and 1954 werc stamped on
the back of the rececipts as follows:

Voted
Prinary Elcction
Auzust 23, 1955

2nd Primary

I thon went into the voting booth and marked the official ballobt
for the candidatecs of my choicce I thoen folded the ballot and gave
it to the person in charge of the ballot boxs Instcad of placing
the marked ballot into the box, the person in charge of the ballot box
placced the ballot into an cnvelopc, scalcd the cnvelope, wrotc my name
on the outsidec of the cnvclope and placed the cnvelopc on top of a
tablce

I stood insidec of the voting place long cnough to cbserve that
scveral white citizcens who voted in my presenco had their ballots

placcd irmedilatcly into the ballot box and nonc werc placed into
cnvelopes and placed on the top of a tablc,

(Mrs. %Ruby Mae Dupree

Sworn to beforc rc this 9 & ’;Z day of _ August
1955, at Columbus, Mississippi.

Notary Public *
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